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Outline
 What is SPIN?

 Accessing SPIN

 What’s in a SPIN Record?

 Searching SPIN
 Text
 Keyword
 Advanced

 Saving a Search

 Creating Alerts

 Sharing SPIN Records and Exporting Results

 Library Support for Grants Funding

Slides contain more 
detailed information 
for future reference. 



What is SPIN?

• Extensive research funding opportunity database

• Tracks over 40,000 funding opportunities

• 10,000+ government, foundation, and corporate 
sponsors

• Grants, fellowships, training opportunities, limited 
submissions

• Regularly maintained and updated

• Set up custom searches and receive alerts

Product of infoEd Global

Paid for by LSU Health New Orleans Libraries



Accessing SPIN Database
From Library Webpage – Choose Databases – Select S – Click SPIN Funding Database

https://www.lsuhsc.edu/library/
https://www.lsuhsc.edu/library/databases/default.aspx
https://www.lsuhsc.edu/library/databases/spin.aspx


Creating an Account

• New users need to register for an account

• Must use lsuhsc.edu email address

• Search for “Louisiana State University 
Health Sciences Center, New Orleans” for 
institution

• Request will be approved by SPIN admins

https://spin.infoedglobal.com/Authorize/ModifyProfile


SPIN Home Page

https://www.lsuhsc.edu/library/databases/s.aspx


Sample SPIN Record

https://spin.infoedglobal.com/Program/Detail/132354


Preference Filters

• Use to remove results that you don’t qualify for

• Apply through all search modes

• Retained for future sessions until you change them

• Useful to filter out irrelevant funding opportunities



SPIN Search Modes

Text Search

• Default search mode

• Search a simple word/term in 
entire SPIN record

• Every field is searched

• Broadest results

InfoEd Keyword Search

• Choose keywords from curated 
list

• Use AND/OR to combine 
keywords

• Searches for keyword term in 
record rather than the full text

• Results are more focused than 
Basic Search

Advanced Search

• Create customized 
searches

• Search multiple fields in 
SPIN record

• Most specific results



Text Search

• Default search mode and most commonly used

• Search for terms in the entire text of the SPIN records including titles, sponsor names, 
summaries, email addresses, and more

• Automatically includes basic variations of term:
 science = science, scientific, etc
 test = test, tests, testing, tested, etc

• Can make more complex using operators and additional commands



Text Search Commands
Command Description

breast cancer AND is implied operator; both words must appear in record
cancer OR oncology Expands results to include either term in any field
“mental health” Use double quotes to search for exact phrase; terms must be 

next to each other and in same order
child* Asterisk serves as a wildcard; search for root word and any 

suffix; more expansive than basic variations; 
asterisk cannot be the first character of a search

Search Help is available online: 



infoEd Keyword Search

• Searches Keyword field in SPIN record; all records are tagged with keywords 

• More than 3,500 terms in curated list

• Can use AND/OR to combine keyword terms; OR is the default selection

• Two ways to find keyword terms: Explorer and Searcher



Searcher Keyword Search

• Find keywords based on terminology regardless of hierarchy

• Begin typing and a subset of keywords will appear in a list

• Default is to combine with OR; can change to AND



Explorer Keyword Search

• Select terms from hierarchical display

• Browse by categories and 
subcategories

• Choose keywords from Category 2 or 3 
to add to your search

• Default is to combine with OR; can 
change to AND



Advanced Search

• Customize any field to narrow search to produce relevant results

• Combine search terms in ways Text and Keyword search do not allow

• Contact the Libraries for assistance if you want to set up a very detailed search



Search Results

• Number of results is 
noted at top

• Sort by any column by 
clicking on the header

• Can also search within 
columns to narrow 
results



Questions?



So now you’ve done a 
search…
… What can you do with the results?



Let’s talk some more about these tabs



Data exported

Summary

Detailed



Summary

Detailed



Beyond SPIN
Library Support for Grants & Funding

• Resource Guide on Library Website - 
https://libguides.lsuhsc.edu/grants

• Set up customized searches in SPIN

• Assistance with Data Management 
Plans for grant applications 

https://libguides.lsuhsc.edu/grants
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